
"The Chicken Dinner."
Planning a dinner party can be nerve wracking. It is extremely difficult for the poor. "Abuela" (Grandma) Maria lives 
in a poor, remote area of El Salvador. She is the matriarch of a large family of children and grandchildren that she has 
raised as a single parent. She has been receiving food support from CFFC for over twenty years. It takes her several 
hours each week to travel by bus to the AGAPE compound where the food is distributed. "Abuela" is so grateful 
for this assistance for her family. On one of Dr. Simone's recent trips to El Salvador she invited him to her home 
for a special chicken dinner. She wanted to show her gratitude to him and to CFFC. Dr. Simone was touched by this 
generous offer of friendship. He accepted her invitation. A few days later, when Dr Simone, his driver, and assistant 
arrived at her home,  "Abuela" suddenly became sad. She was embarrassed by the reality that she did not have the 
necessary cutlery, plates, and cups for the extra two visitors travelling with Dr. Simone. She wanted everything to be 
proper and nice. She privately shared this information with Dr. Simone with tears in her eyes. He told "Abuela" not too 
be embarrassed. He had a nice visit with her and her grandchildren and then took the chicken in a plastic bag to eat in 
the car on the way home. "Abuela" liked this idea very much. Do you have any extra forks, knives, spoons, plates, and 
cups that you could share with "Abuela" Maria and her family?  The poor need all of these things that we simply take 
for granted. Jesus loves it when we share with each other.
Brian Finamore

Abuela Maria putting the Chicken in the 
pot on her stove.

Abuela Maria recieving a beautiful fur coat for being a 
fantastic Grandmother. Dr. Simone says that she is his hero. 
Mauricio, one of her grandsons is in the picture. He was dying 
of starvation when his family was brought to our attention. 
Today he is in the El Salvadoran Army. He is strong and healthy. 
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Jesus, Mary and Joseph protect us – St. Maria Goretti pray for us 
                                                      Blessed Eustochio protect us from devil and his fallen angels   
 

 


